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The Reply of the Veſirymen cf the Pariſh of St. Margaret, Weſtminſter, 
to the Petition which has been preſented to the Howfe of Com:cons, 
ſintitled, A Petition of the Principal Inhabitagts of the ſeveral 
Pariſhes of $7. Martin in the Fields, St. Anne, St. James, St. Gene 
Hanover- 5 ware, and St. Margaret, within the Liberty of V. 
minſter, in Behalf of themſelves, and the reſt of the Inkabitants of 
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the ſaid reſpective Pariſhes) /o far as the ſame Petition aſſfecls or 
relates to the ſaid Pariſh of St. Margaret, Weſtminſter : ich Reply 
is humbly 72 d to the Confederation of the Committee to hom thz 
[aid Petition has been referred. 


N the firſt place they beg Leave to repredent, That the ſaid Pariſh 
i the moſt Ancient of any within the Liberty of Veſtminſter; 
That the Veſtry of the ſaid Pariſh has been a ſelect V eſtry Time 
immemorial; and that during Time immemorial, it has been the 
cuſtom for the Veſtrymen of the ſaid Pariſh, to clect others out of 
the Inhabitants of the ſaid Pariſh, who continue in the ſaid Office 
ſo long as they live in the ſaid Pariſh, and pay the cuſtomary Church and Pariſh 
Dues, but no longer. That according to the ancient Cuſtom and U ſage of the 
ſaid Pariſh, the Veſtrymen do annually appoint and cauſe proper Perſons out of 
the Inhabitants to be Church-Wardens thereof, on the Thurſday immediately be- 
fore Whitſunday, who, (when they are out of their Church-W ardenſhip, 2 and have 
juſtly paſſed their Accounts E. become V eſtry men of courſe, and take their Scat in 
Veſtry without being elected to that Office. 


THAT a ttue and regular Account is kept, by the Church-Wardens fo choſen, 
of all- Moneys by them received and paid tor the Uſe of the Church and Poor 
whilſt in their Office, and Vouchers taken for all Disburſements; which Account, 
at the end of their Church-Wardenſhip, (or ſo ſoon after as the lame can be 
perfected, ) is delivered up to the Veſtry, who appoint a Committee of tuch Veſtry- 

men as have ſerved the ſaid Office to inſpect into and examine the fame. When 
the Committee have ſo done, they report to the V cſtry what Arrears are ſtanding 
out and due to the Pariſh, and what Ballance is remaining in the Church-Wardens 
Hands; and then a Day 1 is appointed for Auditing the fame, and the Arrears and 
Ballance ordered to be transferred and paid to the ſucceeding Church Wardens, 
who are accordingly charged there with, and accountable for the ſame. When the 
Account is thus Auditcd, it is again looked over and peruſed, by two at leaſt of 
His Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace, (one whereof being of the Quorum) before they 
allow of and confirm the ſame; and it is then carefully preſerved amongſt the Re- 
cords of the faid Pariſh, to be afterwards refeffed to as Occaſion may require. 


THAT the Veſtrymen do not concern themſelves in chooſing the Overſeers, 
as harh been ſet forth in the ſaid Petition, not any other Officers or Servants of the 
Pariſh whatlocver, 2 the Church: Wardens, Veſtrymen, and the C hurch 
Servants, ſuch as the Clerks, Sexton, Bcarcrs, &c. w hich (as they are a ſelect 
Veſtry) they humbly conceive they have a right to chooſe, without the Interpo- 
ſition of the reſt of the Inhabitants; and alſo except the appointing the Watehimen 
and Bcadcls of the ſaid Pariſh, who (by Virrue of an Act of Parliament made in the 


ninth 


(2) 


ninth Year of his preſent Majeſty's Reign, intitled, An Aft for better regulat- 
ing the nightly Watch and Beadels * the Pariſhes of St. Margaret aud 
St. John the Evangeliſt, Weſtminſter) arc immmediately under the Direction of 
the Veſtrys of the ſaid Pariſhcs; but as to the Overſcers, Scavingers, Surveyors 

of the Highways, and other Pariſh Officers, the Veſtry begs Lcave to inform rhis 
Committee, that they are annually appointed, nominated, and confirmed, as the 
Acts of Parliament in thoſe caſes ſeverally direct. 


WHEN a Perſon appointed an Overſeer has been deſirous of paying a Fine to 
excuſe him from ſerving that Office, it is cuſtomary in molt Pariſhes for the Church- 
Wardens (with the Conſent of the Juſtices) to accept of ſuch Fine, and pay the 
ſame to the Overſeers, who ſtand charged therewith in their Account, and apply 
the ſame for and towards the Support and Maintenance of the Poor. And this 
its preſumed is the Reaſon of the Petitioners complaining, that the Veſtrymen 
have impoſed burthenſome Offices on ſome, and excuſed others for a pecuniary 
Conſideration : but the Falſity of this Charge is maniteſtly evident, it not being 
in the Power of the Veſtrymen to impoſe ſuch Offices, nor arc they concerned in 
excuſing any Perſons therefrom, or in taking ſuch Fines. 


THE Pariſh of St. John the Evangeliſt was taken out of the Pariſh of 97. 
Margaret, Weſtminſter; but there being no perpetual Diviſion made of the ſaid 
Pariſh of St. Zobr's, according to the Directions of the Statute made in the Tenth 
Year of the late Queen Anne, tor Building the Fifty new Churches, all the Rates for 
both Pariſhes are (purſuant to the ſaid AR) made and aſcertained in the Veſtry- 
Room of the old Pariſh; for which Purpoſe, yearly on Eaſter Sunday, publick 
Notice is given in the Pariſh Churches of St. Margaret's and Sr. Fohn's, and in 
all the Chapels of St. Margaret's, for the Church-Wardens, Overſeers of the 
Poor, and other Inhabitants of the ſaid reſpective Pariſhes, to aſſemble and meet 
tog gether, on Eaſter Tueſday, in St. Margaret's Veſtry- Room, for aſcertaining 
the Moneys or Rates to be aſſeſs d within the Limits of the ſaid reſpective Pariſhes, 
for the Relief of the Poor and other Pariſn- Rates, the Watch-Rate only excepted; 
which, by Virtue of the Act of Parliament in that Behalf made, is ſolely under the 
Direction of the Veſtrys of the faid Pariſhes, and is equally and indifferently aſſeſſed 
and rated upon all the Inhabitants of both Pariſhes. 


THAT when the Books are made out and ready for rating, the like Notices 
are again given in the Churches and Chapels, the Sunday before the Day fixed 
for rating them for the Church-Wardens, Overſeers of the Poor, Scavingers, Sur- 
veyors of the Highways, Conſtables and other Inhabitants of the Pariſhes, to meet 
in St. Margaret's Veſtry-Room, to mike and ſign the ſaid ſeveral Rates, (the 
Watch- Rate as before excepted:) By which Notices, all the Inhabitants of both Pa- 
riſhes are deſired to be preſent, and purſuant thereto; ſeveral of the Inhabitants 
of cach Pariſh (who are not Veſtrymen of either) do uſually come to the {aid 
Meetings, when the ſaid Rates are aſccrtained, and at the times the Books arc 
Rating, and do examine and ſce that the Rates arc equally and indifferently al- 
ſeſſed, do approve of and ſign the ſaid Rates, as will appear by the Ledgers of the 
ſaid relpectivc Rates for ſeveral Years paſt. 


AS to what the Petitioners have aerted in reſpect to the Partiality of the Veſtry- 
men in collecting and levying the {aid Rates, by favouring ſome, and oppreſſing 
others; the Veſtrymen beg Leave to inform this Committee, That as they have 
nothing to do with, to they do not concern themſelves in collecting or levying 
either or any of the ſaid Rates; each Rate being collected by its proper Officers, 
and the Power of levying the fame on ſuch of the Inhabitants as refuſe the Pay- 
ment thereof, being given them by his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace, on their, 
proper Application and Complaint, to whom they make and yield up an Account 
of the Moneys by them received on the faid ſeveral Rates, by which Accounts it 
will plainly appear that no part of the ſaid Moneys have been illegally applicd. 

FROM 
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FROM the Repreſcntations aforeſaid, the Veſtrymen of the ſaid Pariſn of 
St. Margaret Weſtminſter, humbly conceive they ſhall be able to make it ap- 
pcar, That the ſaid Veſtry is a ſelect Veſtry by Preſcription, and conſtant im- = 
memorial Uſage, and not by wreſting the Senſe of ſome Laws, and taking 5), 
advantage of the Ambiguity of others, as the Petitioners have ſet forth: That 
the Church-Wardens thereof are duly and legally appointed, according to th 
ancient Cuſtom and Uſage of the faid Pariſh, and their Accounts opened and 
juſtly paſſed : That the Veſtrymen have not aſſumed to themſelves the Power of bs. 
aſſeſſing, levying, and collecting the Parochial Rates, or of electing the Over- 2 
feers and other Parochial Officers; but that the ſaid Officers are choſe ac- 
cording to the Directions of the Statute in that behalf made; and that the 
{aid Rates are made with the Approbation and Conſent of the Inhabitants, and 
are equallly and indifferently aſſeſſed: That as there is no juſt Cauſe or re- bk 
al Foundation for any of the Complaints contained in the ſaid Petition, the 
Veſtrymen humbly hope, That this Committee will be of Opinion, that there 
wants not any Regulation or Alteration in the faid Veſtry, or Government 
of the ſaid Pariſh. 
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All which is moſt humbly ſubmitted, &c. 
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